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QS Classifications
Including age as an additional dimension

Benchmarking
Identify and analyse trends amongst international institutions 
with comparable profile to ATN members

Modelling
Consider and model different approaches to evaluations that 
take age into consideration
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Size

XL Very Large
>=30,000 Students

L Large
>=12,000 Students

M Medium
>= 5,000 Students

S Small
< 5,000 Students

Focus

FC Fully Comprehensive
All 5 faculty areas + medical school

CO Comprehensive
All 5 faculty areas

FO Focused
> 2 faculty areas

SP Specialist
<= 2 faculty areas

Research Output

VH Very High
Threshold relative to size and focus

HI High
Threshold relative to size and focus

MD Moderate
Threshold relative to size and focus

LO Limited or None
Threshold relative to size and focus

Age?

1 New
<10 years old

2 Young
<25 years old

3 Established
<50 years old

4 Mature
<100 years old

5 Historic
>=100 years old
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• The year to which an institution can trace its roots.
• Often the year the first institution was established at 

the current institution’s principal location 
Foundation Year

• The year the institution was first granted university 
statusCharter Year

• The year the current institution was established 
through the merging of (often considerably) older 
institutions

Merger Year
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Not many qualifying institutions that qualify on all 5 
dimensions
Few good US matches

Virginia Tech
Founded in 1872 added “and State University” to its name in 1970

Brandeis
Founded in 1948, became “fully accredited” in 1954

Wake Forest
Founded in 1834, became “fully accredited” in 1967
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ATN

UniSA
RMIT
UTS
QUT
Curtin 

Asia

NTU
HK PolyU

USTC
Tsukuba

North 
America

Victoria
SFU
York

Calgary
UC Irvine
UC Santa 

Cruz 

Europe

Bielefeld
Bremen

Stockholm
Maastricht
Barcelona

Madrid
Norwegian 

UST
Umea

UK

Warwick
Loughboroug

h
Newcastle

Bath
UEA
Royal 

Holloway
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Indicator performance
Scopus metrics
Survey response analysis

By faculty area
International/domestic

Other rankings
ARWU, THE, Webometrics, 4icu, Alexa

Basic financials – where available
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Age threshold approach has limitations
Arbitrary (why does 49 qualify and 51 not)
Qualification not related to performance
Rank anomalies based on other universities dropping out of the 
list
Black and white qualification approach brings focus on the 
nature of foundation dates

Additional indicators difficult to identify with good global 
availability
Adjustment represents more robust approach for ranking
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20 year-old 
Universities

100 year-old 
Universities

200 year-old 
Universities

Age floor
0
20?
50?

Age ceiling
200?
Mean age – 168?
Median age – 121?

Adjustment for indicators
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Institution Country Rank Adjusted Rank Age

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) Hong Kong 40 1 20

Australian National University (ANU) Australia 20 2 65

Imperial College London United Kingdom 7 3 104

Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) Hong Kong 42 4 48

University of Chicago United States 8 5 121

California Institute of Technology (Caltech) United States 9 6 120

Nanyang Technological University (NTU) Singapore 74 7 20

University of Warwick United Kingdom 53 8 46

Stanford University United States 13 9 120

University of Hong Kong (HKU) Hong Kong 23 10 100
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Institution Country Rank Adjusted Rank Age

RMIT University Australia 224 99 19

University of Technology, Sydney Australia 257 125 23

Curtin University of Technology Australia 274 146 24

University of South Australia Australia 281 149 20

Queensland University of Technology Australia 289 163 22

APPROACH 1
Floor 0; Ceiling 200; All Indicators

265 219 222
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Institution Country Rank Adjusted Rank Age

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) Hong Kong 40 1 20

Australian National University (ANU) Australia 20 2 65

Imperial College London United Kingdom 7 3 104

Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) Hong Kong 42 4 48

University of Cambridge United Kingdom 1 5 802

Nanyang Technological University (NTU) Singapore 74 6 20

University of Oxford United Kingdom 6 7 811

UCL (University College London) United Kingdom 4 8 185

University of Warwick United Kingdom 53 9 46

Harvard University United States 2 10 375
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Institution Country Rank Adjusted Rank Age

RMIT University Australia 224 118 19

University of Technology, Sydney Australia 257 160 23

Curtin University of Technology Australia 274 179 24

University of South Australia Australia 281 182 20

Queensland University of Technology Australia 289 192 22

APPROACH 2
Floor 20; Ceiling 120; Only Research Indicators
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Institution Country Rank Adjusted Rank Age

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) Hong Kong 40 1 20

Nanyang Technological University (NTU) Singapore 74 2 20

Australian National University (ANU) Australia 20 3 65

Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) Hong Kong 42 4 48

University of Warwick United Kingdom 53 5 46

KAIST - Korea Advanced Institute of Science & Technology Korea, South 79 6 40

Pohang University of Science and Technology (POSTECH) Korea, South 112 7 25

Monash University Australia 61 8 53

University of New South Wales (UNSW) Australia 46 9 62

University of California, San Diego (UCSD) United States 65 10 51
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Institution Country Rank Adjusted Rank Age

RMIT University Australia 224 55 19

University of Technology, Sydney Australia 257 77 23

University of South Australia Australia 281 97 20

Curtin University of Technology Australia 274 99 24

Queensland University of Technology Australia 289 104 22

APPROACH 3
Floor 20; Ceiling 120; All Indicators

265 219 222
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Gather feedback
Compile and deliver “Phase 1” report

Peer group observations
Material on adjustment
Sample tables
Phase 2 recommendations/suggestions

A more customized ranking approach?
Different approach on research metrics
Other indicators?
Rating may be a preferable approach

Trusted. Independent. Global. 20



Results: www.topuniversities.com
Blog: iu.qs.com
Email: ben@qs.com / intelligenceunit@qs.com
Twitter: @bensowter, @worlduniranking
Facebook: www.facebook.com/universityrankings
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