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Why Canada?Why Canada?

• Commitment to university researchy

• Research excellence

• Funding sources for Australian researchers

• Opportunities for comparative researchOpportunities for comparative research



This is CanadaThis is Canada
• 33 million people in 10 

provinces and three territories

• 7 670 km coast to coast• 7,670 km coast-to-coast

• Officially bilingual but with more 
than 200 languages activeg g

• One in six Canadians is an 
immigrant

• Among top 3 in UN quality of 
life index for 7 years in a row 

• Education is responsibility of 
provinces

• 95 universities



Canada: Committed to University ResearchCanada: Committed to University Research
C d R h Ch i (CRC)C d R h Ch i (CRC)Canada Research Chairs (CRC)Canada Research Chairs (CRC)
• Launched in 2000 is a national strategy to make Canada one of the world’s top 

countries for research and development
• Permanent program of 2,000 research professorships—Canada Research 

Chairs (CRC)
• CRCs are tenable for 5-7 years
• C$300 million a year to attract and retain world's most accomplished and 

promising minds

Canada Excellence Research Chairs (CERC)Canada Excellence Research Chairs (CERC)Canada Excellence Research Chairs (CERC)Canada Excellence Research Chairs (CERC)
• Launched in 2008 to increase knowledge and innovation in areas of strategic 

importance
• Up to 20 Chairs will be created (competitively awarded)• Up to 20 Chairs will be created (competitively awarded)
• Up to C$10M per CERC over 7 years
Vanier Canada Graduate ScholarshipVanier Canada Graduate Scholarship
• Launched 2008 will support 500 Canadian and international doctoral candidates 

each year with three-year scholarships valued at $50,000 per year

www.chairs.gc.ca | www.cerc.gc.ca www.vanier.gc.ca



Canada: Committed to University ResearchCanada: Committed to University Research



A Thriving Research CultureA Thriving Research Culture

• University sector second largest performer of researchy g p

• Higher R&D activities (36%) than OECD average (17%) & than US, UK 
and Australia

• Highly innovative research in the fields of health, nanotechnology, 
biotechnology, high-performance computing, environmental technologies 
and renewable fuels 

• International co-authorship double world average

• Universities serve as cross-sectoral platforms for regional, national and 
international R&D activities



WorldWorld--Ranked UniversitiesRanked Universities

Top 50 WorldwideTop 50 Worldwide
University of Toronto #27y
University of British Columbia #36

Top 51Top 51--100 Worldwide100 Worldwide
McGill University #65McGill University #65
McMaster University #91

Top 101Top 101--151 Worldwide151 Worldwide
University of Alberta
Université de Montréal

Top 152Top 152--302 Worldwide302 WorldwideTop 152Top 152 302 Worldwide302 Worldwide
Dalhousie University; Queen’s University; Simon Fraser University;
University of Calgary; University of Guelph; University of Laval;
University of Manitoba; University of Ottawa; University of Saskatchewan;
University of Victoria; University of Waterloo; University of Western OntarioUniversity of Victoria; University of Waterloo;  University of Western Ontario

S A d i R ki f W ld U i iti 2009 I tit t f Hi h Ed ti Sh h i Ji T U i itSource: Academic Ranking of World Universities – 2009 – Institute of Higher Education, Shanghai Jiao Tong University



Canadian Research Funding for Foreign Canadian Research Funding for Foreign 
R hR hResearchersResearchers
•• Federal Funding ProgramsFederal Funding ProgramsFederal Funding ProgramsFederal Funding Programs

– Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)
– Natural Sciences and Engineering Research CouncilNatural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 

(NSERC) 
– Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council ofSocial Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 

Canada (SSHRC)



Canadian Research Funding for Foreign Canadian Research Funding for Foreign 
ResearchersResearchers

F d l F di PF d l F di P ( t)•• Federal Funding ProgramsFederal Funding Programs (cont)
– Going Global Innovation

U d t di C d C di St di (H iti– Understanding Canada: Canadian Studies (Humanities 
and Soc. Sciences)



Canadian Research Funding for Foreign Canadian Research Funding for Foreign 
ResearchersResearchers
•• Provincial & Other ProgramsProvincial & Other Programs•• Provincial & Other ProgramsProvincial & Other Programs

– Ontario: International Strategic Opportunities Fund
– Alberta Heritage Foundation for Medical ResearchAlberta Heritage Foundation for Medical Research
– Alberta Ingenuity
– iCORE (Alberta)( )
– Quebec Ministry of Economic Development, Innovation 

and Export Trade
– L'Association internationale des études québécoises 

(AIEQ)
Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada– Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada

– Killam Trusts
– National Gallery of Canada– National Gallery of Canada 
– Canadian Centre for Architecture



Understanding Canada: Canadian StudiesUnderstanding Canada: Canadian Studies
• Government of Canada program in support of Canadian 

Studies abroad
• Aims to develop a greater knowledge and understanding of 

Canada, its values and its culture among scholars and other 
influential groups abroadinfluential groups abroad

• The program includes support for:
– Conferences on CanadaC C
– Associations and Centres for Canadian Studies
– Research, teaching, publications on Canada by foreign academics

D t l h C d b f i t d t– Doctoral research on Canada by foreign postgraduates
– Student mobility
– Canadian experts to attend strategic forumsp g

• In Australia and New Zealand program administered by 
Canadian High Commission Canberra

www.australia.gc.ca



Funding Guide for International Science Funding Guide for International Science 
and Technology Cooperationand Technology Cooperation

• On-line database of international funding opportunities in 
science and technology

• Designed as a resource for Canadian researchers and 
scientists

• Includes more than 225 Canadian programs
• Not all programs are available to foreign researchers

http://fgic-gfci.scitech.gc.ca



Canada Canada –– Australia: Opportunities for Australia: Opportunities for 
Comparative ResearchComparative Research

“Take two forbidding pieces of geography, lightly populate 
them, give them colonial histories and turn them into 
federations, factor in an underprivileged native 
population, attract immigrants from around the globe, 
insist that they play the role of middle powers in theinsist that they play the role of middle powers in the 
world - and you have two countries where the details 
may be different but the essence is the same.”may be different but the essence is the same.
Jeffrey Simpson, The Globe and Mail (Toronto)



Canada Canada –– Australia: Comparative ResearchAustralia: Comparative Researchpp

• Energy Security
• Economic Prosperity
• Indigenous Studies
• Multiculturalism
• Mining• Mining
• Geography
• Politics
• Law
• Education



Comparative Research: Recent Grant Comparative Research: Recent Grant 
TopicsTopics

• Treaty implementation and the expansion of domestic policy arenas:• Treaty implementation and the expansion of domestic policy arenas: 
the World Heritage Convention in Canada, Australia, and the United 
States
S i bl R l H l h R hi ki i li i f h l h• Sustainable Rural Health: Rethinking retention policies for health 
professionals in Canada and Australia

• Support or control: the impact of funders on performing arts pp p p g
organisations in Australia and Canada

• Homelessness and Social Justice in Canadian and Australian 
Children's LiteraturesChildren s Literatures

• Comparing Indigenous Involvement in National Park Management: 
Australia, Canada and New Zealand

• Middle Power Diplomacy Revisited: Australia, Canada, and Power 
Transitions in Global Politics



Contact UsContact Us

Tony McKittrick
Manager, Academic Relations
High Commission of CanadaHigh Commission of Canada

Phone: +61 2 6270 4050     
Fax: +61 2 6270 4083

tony.mckittrick@international.gc.ca

www.australia.gc.ca 


