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Abstract

Introduction of the RQF – what, if any, effects will it have on competitive funding schemes such as those conducted by the ARC?

On 14 November 2006, the Hon Julie Bishop MP, Minister for Education, Science and Training, announced that the Australian Government will implement a Research Quality Framework (RQF). The Framework is intended to identify and reward high quality and high impact research and so give Australian researchers greater capacity to compete on the international stage.
Like the annual processes conducted by the Australian Research Council and the National Health and Medical Research Council, the research assessments conducted for the RQF will be based on peer review. While direct interactions between the RQF and existing peer review processes are not foreshadowed, there is scope for a number of indirect interactions, as well as broader implications for the way research is planned and funded in higher education institutions.
Some of these can be predicted, but others will undoubtedly be revealed as the RQF is further developed and implemented. 

 

In this presentation, some likely operational and system-wide consequences and opportunities afforded by the RQF will be outlined from an ARC perspective.










