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Memorandum of Understanding

Between the Australian Technology Network and
Southeast University

This MOU describes the elements for a
Southeast University/Australian Technology Network Nanoscience
Laboratory
to be located in Suzhou, People’s Republic of China.

. Parties

This Memorandum of Understanding {"MOU"} is made between Southeast University whose
address is No. 2 Si Pai Lou, Nanjing, P.R. China and The Australian Technology Network of
Universities {ATN) whose address is GPO Box 2471, Adelaide, South Australia 5001, Australia. The
ATN and Southeast University together are hereinafter referred to as the “Parties”.

2 Preamble

« This MOU describes the elements for a Joint Nanoscience Research Laboratory (L) to be
located in Suzhou, People's Republic of China. The JL will build on relationships established
between the ATN and key Chinese Universities in the Shanghai/Nanjing region under the
auspices of the Australia/China NanoNetwork. The NanoNetwork is an initiative between
the ATN and the International Strategic Technology Alliance (ISTA).

« Southeast University has established nanoscience capabilifies within the Suzhou Industrial
Park (SIP). Senior leaders from both the ATN and Southeast University have recently agreed
that a JLin the SIP would be a constructive way in which to build on the frust and friendships
so far developed via the ATN/ISTA NanoNetwork.

¢ Inimplementing this MOU the Parties see the JL as a future hub for Australia/China research
collaborations in nanoscience/nanotechnology particularly involving Chinese  university
members of ISTA.

3: Objectives

The establishment of the JL will create a common platform for researchers to work on
areas of mutual interest and of relevance to communities and enterprises globally and
in Australia and China in particular.

The JL will serve a number of key objectives:
i. to provide a working research environment in which staff and research students

{mainly PhD) from the partners can undertake collaborative projects in fargeted
areas of nanoscience and nanotechnology:
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vi.

to provide a ‘hub' for workshops/seminars/summer schools/'student work
experience’ under the NanoNetwork banner. These activities may involve other
member universities of ISTA or government and industry representatives from China,
Australia and elsewhere;

to promote the collaborative activities of the ATN and ISTA fo external parties from
the Government and industry sectors — particularly those within the Suzhou Industry
Park. Such promotions will raise the profile of both ATN and ISTA members and may also
deliver support from external Agencies for their collaborative research endeavours;

to further build personal and professional relationships between all researchers and
research students involved. This will particularly support the preparation of Australian and
Chinese research students for their future entry info the globadlised research workforce in
Australia, China or elsewhere;

specifically to provide ATN researchers and research students an opportunity o work within
a leading Chinese research environment and fo benefit personally and professionally
therefrom. The NanoNetwork will also continue to seek reciprocal opportunities for Chinese
researchers and research students fo likewise engage in research stages within ATN
membper universities;

to seek to promote the industrialization of nano-technology and to encourage the
researchers in the JL, both Chinese and Australian, fo transfer their research resulls into
industrial outcomes.

Fields of Research

The JL, as an inifiative of the Australia/China NanoNetwork, will initially focus on the research
themes of the NanoNetwork. These are currently nanoscience and its application in
health/medicine, the environment and renewable energy. There is an underlying focus on
nanomaterials across these three domains. A JL Steering Committee may from time to time
revisit the research areas for the JL.

Qutputs

The JL, as a research hub, will defiver research outcomes of the highest quality against
infernational research benchmarks. These will include:

peer reviewed research publicatfions in high qudlity international research journals;

peer reviewed research publications in highly regarded international Conferences;

Reports to third parties, which under research confract requirements, cannot be
disseminated via international journals and/or Conferences. In such cases it is expecied that
such Reports would be confidentfially and independently reviewed by appropriaie
researchers from the research partners;

PhD fraining programs which ensure research students are well supported towards a
successful completion of a high quality higher degree by research.

Location of the JL

The preferred location for the JL is adjoint to the existing Southeast University facilities in
the Suzhou Indusiry Park.

Scale of JL Activities
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The JL will likely start slowly and progressively build in scale in accordance with the plans
of the Parties. The level of activity will depend on the interest of researchers and
research students and the availability of resources and will be effectively overseen by a
JL Steering Committee.

Governance and Management

A JL Steering Committee comprising senior representatives of the Parties will oversee all
planning and budgetary matters for the JL and will be advised by a JL Research
Leader/Co-ordination Group comprising representative research leaders. The latter will
oversee the day to day operation of the JL.

Intellectual Property (IP

¢ the JLwil not own IP;

+ collaborative research undertaken at the JL may from time to time deliver potentially
valuable intellectual property. It is expected that those research pariners
undertaking such research will, as appropriate, enter info a Project Agreement 1o

determine how such oufcomes will be handled.

Research Results - Ownership/Dissemination/Protection

International best practice will guide the ownership/dissemination/protection of
research results, whether by Journal and/or Conference publications, Reports for third
parties or indeed Patents with the aim of protecting intellectual property.

Involvement of Other Pariies

Other universities from ISTA may at any time seek to undertake collaborative research
with the ATN or other ISTA members in the JL. The manner and terms under which such
collaborations are undertaken will be subject to approval by the JR Steering
Commitiee.

Duration and Renewal of this MOU

This MOU will run for 3 years from the date of the last signature below. It can be
renewed at any time with the Agreement of both the ATN and Southeast University.

Page of 4



For the Ausiralian Technology Network For Southeast University

Signed : Locs AN s Signed : S [y&/l, J /Lwrﬁ

Name : Professor Ross Milbourne Name : Professor Shen Jiong

Position : Chair, Australian Technology Position : Vice President
Network

Date Signed ; Y {;Lo;o Date Signed: o 3, /o >2(0

PROPOSED ACTIONS PURSUANT TO THE SIGNING OF THIS MOU

Within 3 months the ATN and Southeast University will form the JL Steering Committee
and Research Leader Group and convene a joinf meeting of both. This meeting will
establish a Plan for all operational elements of the operation of the JL. Such a Plan
should be prepared and approved by the Parties no longer than 3 months after the
above meeting.

A priority for this Plan will be an agreed JL Funding profile. 1t will be a requirement of
both the ATN and Southeast University to seek external funding in China and Australia to
ensure the JL can meet its objectives. Discussions will be undertaken as soon as feasible
with  the Suzhou Industty Park (SIP) regarding their underwrifing of
laboratory/infrastructure costs as they support collaboration in the JL. The SIP will aiso
be approached to establish and fund a JL Office for the purpose of administration of
the JL.

It is also expected that the Plan will incorporate a Researcher Exchange Program with a
focus on Australian and Chinese PhD students. Such a Program will ensure that the JL
develops not only a strong Australia/China research profile bui also underpins
Australia/China researcher networks into the longer term future.
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